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Praise for Kenilworth SNT supporting the town’s youth community 

In this months update you can read about.... 

Volunteers sought and welcomed for Community Speedwatch 

Common Sense and cycling around the town 

Over £3M worth of good seized & unroadworthy cars detected at Saturday Market 

New Community Forum Objectives for Kenilworth decided till Christmas 2013 

Police Community Support Officers get extended powers 



WELCOME! to the November 2013 edition of Kenilworth Update. We set things out so 
you can find things as easy as possible when you read your monthly digest of what is taking place 
in the town in relation to crime prevention, police performance and crime alerts. Our aim is to 
help you protect yourself and your property and by doing so help us make Kenilworth a great 
and safe place to live and enjoy. 

Live Update 

   Safer Neighbourhood Team Update 

There are five sections for 
Kenilworth Update so you can 
find the information/advice easily. 
These will appear each month and in 
each section we will provide the 
most up to date information we can 
to help you. 

The Sections that appear in Kenilworth 
Update 

Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Update 
This section will provide information on the objectives you want the police to be 
concentrating on within the Kenilworth area. These objectives are discussed, agreed and set 
at the Kenilworth Community Forum, which is a public meeting all residents are encouraged 
to attend. The section will also provide news and updates on other activities that Kenilworth 
SNT are involved in together with elements on police performance. 
 
Crime Update 
This section will provide the latest news related to crime affecting Kenilworth, what it might 
mean to you and what your can do to lower the risk of being a victim of crime 
 
General Update 
Information about things considered to be useful or important for residents to be aware of. 
 
Advice Update 
Each month we will concentrate in more detail on specific issues and give advice to residents 
as to how they can protect themselves and their property. 
 
Live Update 
Information about how you can contact your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and the 
options you have to keep up to date with what is going on in and around Kenilworth with 
Neighbourhood Watch and your SNT 

Advice Update 

General Update 

Crime Update 
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Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Update  
 

      Kenilworth – November 2013 

 
Kenilworth SNT  & Community Speedwatch 

 

Excess speed is reported as being a contributing factor in over 25% of all fatal road traffic collisions. 

Regular readers of Kenilworth Update will be aware that we have 
covered the work done by a group of volunteers in the town 
known as Kenilworth Community Speedwatch. This worthwhile 
community led initiative needs more volunteers. 
 
The group operate vehicle speed checks using calibrated speed 
detection devices. The group work with Warwickshire Police and 
where vehicles are found to be in excess of the speed limit they 
are reported.  
 
The driver is then warned by the police via the post about the 
offence of excess speed.  

Kenilworth Community Speedwatch helping other members of the community improve the quality of life in our town and district. 

County Councillor John Whitehouse & 
PC Pete King encouraging potential 
volunteers to join Community 
Speedwatch at Waitrose on 21 September 

So can you help, would you like to volunteer and put something 
back into the community where you live and that you enjoy? 

Why not join Community Speedwatch. 
They would welcome you and your call on 01926 512130 

Upcoming Events in and around Kenilworth 

Fireworks at Kenilworth Castle – SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2013 
The annual Fireworks display and event at Kenilworth Castle organised by the Round Table will take place on 
2 November. This will mean that between approximately 4pm and 8pm the road between Kenilworth Clock 
Tower (Borrowell Lane) to Castle Green will be CLOSED to vehicles. 
 
Remembrance Sunday  - SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2013 
The annual act of remembrance will take place at the Abbey Fields War Memorial at 11pm on 10 November. 
A parade from the Royal British Legion in Albion Street to and from the War Memorial as well as a parade 
from Talisman Square to and from the War Memorial will also take place. The roads involved will be affected 
from approximately 10.30am until 12.15pm 
 
Christmas Lights Switch On TOWN CENTRE – FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2013 
The Christmas lights switch on will take place on 29 November. A large part of Warwick Road will be closed 
from approximately 4pm until 10pm to enable the switch on and for stalls and sideshows. 
 
Christmas Lights Switch On – HIGH STREET FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013  
The Christmas Lights switch on will take place on 6 December in High Street. From 4pm onwards there will 
High Street will be closed for approximately a couple of hours for events and festivities. 

Criminal Damage and Taking From Unattended Motor Vehicles are currently the issues most affecting the 
town. Kenilworth is not helping itself – Over 50% of the thefts from motor vehicles have been where 
the vehicle is insecure (unlocked) or items (sat navs, computers, smartphones) are left on show! 



 
 

 
 

Kenilworth Community Forum Objectives for Policing were set on Monday 16th September 2013 

The next Kenilworth Community Forum takes place 
on Monday 2nd December 2013 at Wardens Cricket 
Club, Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth from 7pm. The 
objectives for policing will set by the public attending 
this event and everyone is welcome to come along. 

10 dedicated patrols of Whitemoor Road in response to an increase in reports of Criminal 
Damage. 
 
15 Patrols to deter and check on Anti Social Behaviour at the recreational area between 
Ashdene Gardens, Elmdene Road and the alley between Lime Grove and Brooke Road, this is 
known by many as “Black Pad”. 

 
Five speed enforcement monitoring sessions in Cromwell Lane. 

 

How to contact Kenilworth Safer Neighbourhood 
Team (SNT) 
 
You can call us on: 01926 684404 
 
You can email us at: 
kenilworth.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 
 
You can see us at Abbey End Market every Thursday 
between 10.30am and 12 midday 

A personal message from Denis Plater 
Community Safety Ambassador Kenilworth 

and Burton Green 
 
Following the election of Mr Ron Ball as the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire I applied for 
an advertised post to be appointed as a Community 
Safety Ambassador. I was invited to interview, 
subsequently appointed from the 1st September 2013 
with specific responsibility for Kenilworth, including 
Burton Green. 
 
In confirming my appointment the Police and Crime 
Commissioner invited me to be his ‘Eyes and Ears’ in 
an innovative approach to the important role of 
assisting him in his communication with Police 
Officers, SNTs, Councillors, Community Agencies and 

together with all members of the public, having particular reference through my attendance at 
Community Forums as a means of informing on local issues, concerns, developments, successes and 
achievements. 
 
I live in Kenilworth and accept the appointment with a great sense of duty and commitment, proud and 
privileged to serve in the capacity of a Community Safety Ambassador in whatever way I can in support of 
this great county of Warwickshire and the communities to which I am assigned.  
 
Hitherto undefined, the role of CSA is evolving day by day thanks to the help and support of the contacts 
that I have been fortunate to make and the information that has been generously shared, with particular 
thanks to PC Pete King the Beat Manager at Kenilworth.  
 
It is my clear intention to make the most of the skills and experience gained whilst fostering my working 
career, to apply them in whatever way may be apparent and necessary to give effect and endeavour to the 
work of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire, safeguarding in particular the interests of 
the communities of Kenilworth and Burton Green. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Update  
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CYCLING – THINK PEDESTRIAN 
 
Concerns have been expressed about people 
cycling on the footpath. Let’s remember it is an 
offence to cycle on a footpath. 
 
Some residents and councillors have expressed 
concern about the issue. The Safer Neighbourhood 
Team have appealed to everyone to use common 
sense when cycling and respect the rights of 
pedestrians of the footway. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Update  
 

      Kenilworth – November 2013 

Street Angels operating in Kenilworth and praised by Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Kenilworth now has a youth facility on alternate Friday 
evenings as part of the establishment of a ‘Street Angels’ 
initiative. 
 
Reaching out to over 100 members of Kenilworth’s youth 
community, the scheme provides a meeting place at the 
Heart of England Revival Church in Farmer Ward Road. 
Offering hot drinks, toast and lollipops the facility provides 
a safe, warm and clean environment for youths to meet. 
 
SNT Beat Manager PC Pete King said “Dave Shippam has 
developed a really good facility on alternate Friday evenings 
and his work is making a real contribution and difference 
on the ground in Kenilworth. 
 
Some of those using the facilities have been found in need 
or requiring help and advice. The fact that they feel they 
can access such help is to be welcomed.” 

The Reverend Dave Shippam expressed his thanks to Kenilworth’s SNT and PC King in particular.  He said “My thanks and appreciation go 
to Pete King who has tirelessly helped develop the 'Street Angel' arm of our charity. He has helped us reach many young people every other 
week, and some of these have been in need or in vulnerable situations. The time, effort and energy Pete has been prepared to invest has 
enabled us to steer successfully through some of inevitable challenges of a project of this scale.”  

The Heart of England Revival Church in Farmer Ward Road that provides a meeting place for the 
town’s youth on alternate Friday evenings. 

VOICE CONNECT SERVICE 

Extended powers introduced for Police Community Support Officers 

From 30 September 2013 Police Community Support Officers will get extended powers as part of their 
role. These powers are being extended in recognition of the greater role they wish to and can play in 
helping make our communities safer. 
 
Some of these extended powers include; the power to detain for a maximum stated period, seize drugs, 
truancy and dealing with traffic obstructions. 

Warwickshire Police have apologised for the 
prolonged unavailability of the Voice Connect 
facility recently. Unfortunately, this has meant 
Neighbourhood Watch notifications did not 
function effectively and the September 
Kenilworth Update was not circulated as normal 
by the SNT. We are pleased it is now back up 
and running properly. 

101 Please use 101 when you need to contact the police for things other than emergencies. An 
emergency is where there is an clear and imminent danger to life or property. It’s 
important to use the 101 facility for general and non emergency contact with the police. 



Crime Update 
Kenilworth – November 2013 

Nearly £3 million worth of counterfeit goods seized at Wellesbourne Market 
following joint agency operation 

 
The ‘greatest overall single recovery of counterfeit goods at any UK market ever’ took place at 
Wellesbourne Market last weekend. Nearly £3 million worth of counterfeit goods were seized and four 
arrests made on Saturday 14 September during a joint operation with Warwickshire Trading Standards, 
HM Revenue & Customs and VOSA (Vehicle and Operator Services Agency). 
 
More than 20 police officers, including members of the Special Constabulary for both Warwickshire and 
West Mercia forces, were involved in the all-day operation, aimed at tackling rogue trading and the illegal 
use of Warwickshire’s road network. Graham Consterdine, Head of Brand Protection at BP Abraxas, 
praised the work of all those involved. “This raid has been the greatest overall single recovery of 
counterfeit goods of any UK market ever.”  
Phase two of the operation, which was also Warwickshire Chief Constable Andy Parker, took place as 
traders were dismantling their stalls after the market closed at around 1600 hrs. 
 
Two vehicles were seized as they tried to make off and a large quantity of fake goods found inside. Further 
items including T-shirts, jackets, trainers, DVDs, watches, jewellery, make-up, electrical items and perfume 
were recovered from nine other vehicles that were abandoned as police raided the market. In total these 
counterfeit goods are believed to have a retail value of £2.85 million. Police officers arrested four men on 
suspicion of illegal trading at the market and subsequently searched six properties in Birmingham with 
Trading Standards officers, recovering more goods and a quantity of money. Janet Faulkner, Head of 
Warwickshire Trading Standards, said; “This seizure of counterfeit goods sends out a strong warning to 
traders selling fakes that their activities will not be tolerated in this county.  
 
Phase one of this operation took place in the morning with around 30 officers and staff targeting shoppers 
entering the market. VOSA seized five cars and one motorbike with defects. Three of the vehicles were 
not allowed to leave until the problems, including a defective tyre, insecure exhaust and lighting defect, 
were fixed. The other vehicles were allowed to go but the drivers told to sort out the defects within 10 
days. Working alongside VOSA, Warwickshire police dealt with the following motor offences: 
 
Three people were given a fixed penalty notice for having no vehicle insurance. 
 
A fixed penalty notice was also issued for failing to provide the correct booster seat for a child aged under 12. 
 
One person was issued a penalty ticket for having an expired MOT. 
 
Another was issued a penalty ticket for failing to wear a seatbelt. 
 
Two people had their driving licence revoked on medical grounds. 
 
One person was issued a penalty ticket for not meeting regulations over the style of their number plate. 
 
Four cars were also seized by police officers for having no insurance & revoked driving licences. 

 
Warwickshire Police Chief Constable Andy Parker stressed the importance of reminding drivers to check 
that their photo card driving licence is still within date (they are valid 10 years from date of issue). If they 
are not in date then the vehicle insurance is invalidated and their vehicle could be seized as happened at 
this operation. 
 
After the multi-agency operation Mr Parker said, "This operation sends out a strong message to those 
who break the law and those who don't insure their vehicles. Our officers, specials and volunteers are all 
working to proactively target those responsible for crime in our community, and those who cause danger 
on our roads." 



Advice Update 
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Please heed our advice on Car Key Burglaries!   
Put Car Keys Away – Don’t leave them on show or within reach 

The temptation is to put your keys down once you get inside your home somewhere 
you can easily pick them up when you need them next. Often this means a table or shelf 
near the entrance to your home.  
 
Unfortunately, it’s very easy and convenient for ‘fishing thieves’ who can easily hook the 
keys up through the letterbox and be away in your cherished motor before you even 
know your car is no longer outside. If you own a high performance car some thieves are 
prepared to break in to your home to get keys so don’t make it easy for them.  

Kenilworth Update is produced by Crown Watch, one of the longest running Neighbourhood Watch schemes in Kenilworth and 
Warwickshire. Crown Watch serves the northern end of Windy Arbour, eastern end of Whitemoor Road and Tulip Tree Avenue. It 
publishes Newsletters and Crime Alerts to its Co-ordinators who circulate these to residents. 
 
Since mid 2011 Crown Watch has been working closely with Kenilworth’s Safer Neighbourhood Team to produce Kenilworth Update. 
The purpose of this is to encourage more people to set up and run their own Neighbourhood Watch schemes but also to inform people 
through an increasing range of channels what is going on in and around the town in terms of keeping our town safe. All of the work is 
done voluntarily. 
 
Kenilworth Update is compiled by Fraser Pithie on behalf of Crown Watch. 

 

Order your Smartwater for the bargain price of £15, when it’s usually more than £50.  
Through Neighbourhood Watch you can obtain this product which is recommended by Warwickshire Police 
and Home Office. Help us deter crime and protect your property at the same time, order your Smartwater 
NOW! 
 
You can get your Smartwater by contacting Crown Watch at crownwatch@me.com or by speaking to the 
Safer Neighbourhood Team on 01926 684404. Don’t put it off or think crime can’t happen to you, if we all do 
this small thing it will help make a big difference to our town and place it off the visiting list of potential 
criminals. 

1.When you can see a crime actually being committed or when you can see someone being hurt or threatened - CALL the Police on 999
2.When you see a suspicious vehicle
Keep an eye on the vehicle and its occupants but do so without putting yourself at risk. If you can take a note of the vehicle registration number 
with the date and time your saw it. If the vehicle drives in, around and out then unless there is something clearly amiss there is no need to call 
the police at that time.
3. Scrap Metal Collectors
There is no doubt that some of these are unscrupulous but whilst they may annoy residents they are not committing any offence touring around. 
A visit to the Grove by these does not need to be reported to the police but keep garage doors closed - DO NOT advertise what you possess.
4. Providing information
Most things that you notice each day usually turn out to be innocent. If there is a real suspicious element to them you will usually sense it. So 
most things that you see and maybe concerned about are best logged and passed onto your neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator of the Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. If you are in any doubt then call the police on 101 and talk it through with them.

WHEN  to call the police...
Crown Watch’s advice on when to call the police and when not to 

  call them but take note of events that you have noticed.

Get Your Smartwater for a bargain price of £15 



Advice Update 
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Cycling on the pavement – an opinion 

The issue of cycling on the pavement in Kenilworth came up at the recent Community Forum and it was 
clear from some of the comments expressed there is concern about the issue. For some it’s about basic 
common sense and the need for people to understand how to respect one another. Others seem to 
believe the police should be reporting people for the offence or giving out fixed penalty tickets.  
 
Surely, we should start from the position of “What is the outcome we want?” The answer to that one in any 
civilised society should be about each one of us respecting the well being of others and treating others as 
we ourselves would like and expect to be treated. 
 
Is anyone suggesting that cycling on the pavement is ‘crime of the century’? - lets hope not because by any 
measure it certainly isn’t. Do we want to live in a community where our police spend their time booking 
people for riding cycles on the footpath? The outcome in such an environment would soon create a 
growing gap between the community and those that police it. 
 
Is there anyone these days that would expect a parent to cycle along Birches Lane or Clinton Lane and 
make their children, however young, do the same? Indeed, if a parent did such a thing, might it be 
suggested by some that they were showing a lack of care for the safety of their young.  
 
There will always be a case where someone oversteps the mark and shows disrespect for others and 
sometimes that also means disrespect for the law. However, should we allow the anecdote of one or two 
such events lead us to inform others that there is a problem of crisis proportions in the absence of actual 
formal reports of such events or injuries? 
 
Most observations of cycling around the town see most people complying with the law and cycling 
appropriately and legally. Where young ones on cycles are on the pavement with adults it is common to 
see them stop and dismount when approaching pedestrians.  
 
Do we have hoards of cyclists charging down pavements causing pedestrians to dodge and scatter? 
Hours of drinking coffee across many days and months in several of the great coffee shops we now have 
in our lovely town has failed to produce any sight or evidence of cycling on the pavement to any great 
degree. The more common it is that sense prevails the greater the level of ‘common sense’ and that has 
to be preferable outcome for all on this issue. 

                   Crime Prevention Resources 
We are pleased to highlight that Town & Country Furniture at Abbey End 
continue to provide an area where Kenilworth residents can obtain crime 

     prevention resources and advice. 

Leaving valuables on show in motor vehicles is just asking for trouble. Whether it is in public car park, 
outside your home in the street or even on your drive. Each of these type of locations has seen such thefts 
take place in Kenilworth. We know that criminals continue to visit the area to look for the next opportunity. 
A Sat Nav, a laptop computer, Ipad or even mobile phone.  Leave it on show and away it will go... 

If you leave it on show – away it will go... 



General Update 
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Access Warwickshire Police’s 
Crime Prevention Information 

booklet. 
You can access the really up to date and 

comprehensive guide at 
www.kenilworthnwatch.wordpress.com 
or call 01926 684404 for a printed copy 

2012 
Number of people KILLED in road accidents - 1,754 

That’s an average of nearly 5 people a day. 
 

Number of people SERIOUSLY INJURED in road accidents – 
23,039 

That’s an average of 63 people a day facing life changing injuries 

As the nights draw in... some advice to help protect your home and deter crime 

Burglars can be attracted to homes in darkness. It is easy to spot who is in and who is out at this time of year, 
so reduce the opportunity of this type of crime by taking on board the following information. 

If you do not have timer switches consider buying them to turn on table lamps, standard lamps and radios 
around the home as it gets dark to make it look as if someone is at home.  

It may also be wise to also consider installing outside lights - The dusk till dawn lights with a low wattage bulb 
will give a constant light when needed. They switch on as it gets dark and turn off when it gets lighter.  

Make sure all windows are closed and locked.  

All external doors should be secured at all times, even when you are at home.  

Keep valuable items out of view to passers-by - valuables should not be ���visible from windows and doors in 
your home.  

This also applies to valuable items stored away in garages or sheds - ensure ���that garages and sheds are locked 
with strong padlocks. Vehicle owners are also urged to take on the following advice.  

Ensure your car keys and are kept safe and out of sight.  

Ensure your vehicle is secure - Insecure vehicles are an easy target for ���thieves who often check door handles 

until they find a car that is unlocked and then steal any valuable items from inside − or steal the car itself.   

We want to ensure that you get the most helpful 
and useful information every month so it’s important 
for us to know what you think. 
 
Please let us know by giving us your feedback, simply 
email us at; crownwatch@me.com 

Sunday evening sunset 
Abbey Fields, Kenilworth 

22 September 2013 

Feedback to Update 



 

How to contact Kenilworth Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) 
 
You can call us on: 01926 684404 
 
You can email us at: 
kenilworth.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 
 
You can see us at Abbey End Market every 
Thursday between 10.30am and 12 midday 

Live Update 
Kenilworth - November 2013 

101 

For general enquiries to the 
police and for non-emergency 
calls please dial 

999 

Where there is a danger to life 
or property or a crime is being 
committed please dial 

We are now also on Twitter. Follow us to get the latest news via tweets that will link 
you to our website. We also retweet any messages from Kenilworth Safer 
Neighbourhood Team or other organisations where we think it appropriate or useful 
 
Follow us (Kenilworth Update) on Twitter at:    @kenilworthwatch 
 
                  Follow Kenilworth SNT at:     @SNT_Kenilworth 

You can keep up to date on the Internet. We have a website that is updated 24 
hours a day with the latest crime alerts. You can click on the subscribe button at the 
website to get immediate alerts via email. There is no catch and it’s free! 
 
We are at: www.kenilworthnwatch.wordpress.com 

Essential Services 
Smell Gas  

0800 111 999 
 

No Electric  
0800 056 8090 

 
Water/Sewer 
0800 783 4444 


